The first reports of plant parasitic nematodes from Cameroon are those of Goodey & Luc in 1957 . Goodey (1957 Gadea (1960 ), Seinhorst (1963 , Barat et al. (1969 ), Germani (1978 and Bridge (1982) ; four species by Luc & de Guiran (1960) and 14 species by Samsoen & Geraert (1975) . This paper is the first in a projected series of articles on plant parasitic nematodes from Cameroon.
1) On study leave from the Department of Plant Protection, University Centre, P.O. Box 110, Dschang, Cameroon.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study is based on [preserved] 1970) . Glycerine-embedded nematodes were used for scanning electron microscopy (SEM). Measurements are given in the tables and text in the format: mean + SD (range). All measurements are in micrometres except otherwise specified.
RESULTS
Criconemella pelerentsi sp. n.
( slightly ventrally arcuate upon fixation. Cuticle thick and coarsely annulated; body annuli retrorse, with smooth posterior margins; striae 7.4 ± 0.7 (6.0-8.5) ym apart in the midbody region. Anastomoses rare, 1-4 maximum when present, separate, never on successive annuli (Fig. 1L) . Punctations (Figs. 1H, 0 and 2J, M-O) present, varying in size (from small, bead-like to relatively large) and arrangement (in single or a few rows across the annuli). SEM of body annuli (Fig. 3C, E) shows that there is a marked differentiation in annulus structure.
At about the middle of each annulus (" a" (= "g" to "g") in Fig. 3C, E) is a continuous line, appearing like a string of beads ( Fig. 3C :1) or a simple line (Fig. 3E :1) . Adjacent to this line, on either side, are two distinct bands: a posterior rough-looking band ( Fig. 3C :r) and an anterior smoother band (Fig. 3C:s) . The anterior band is very slightly narrower than the posterior band (2.0 !lm wide versus 2.5 ym in Fig. 3C ) which may be denser in appearance than the anterior band in some specimens (Fig. 3E) . The rough appearance of the posterior band is presumably due to the subcuticular punctations which are clearly visible under the light microscope but not with the SEM.
